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The Right Hon HENRY DUNDAS, | 


One of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 


* 


„. 


S 1 R. 


WHen we had the honor of waiting on you 
laſt, reſpecting the prohibition of India piece goods for 
home conſumption, it was in the firſt moment of our 
alarm at a negociation, which we underſtood was proſe- 
cuting, to deprive us of our very exiſtence as commer- 
cial men. We have ſince given the ſubject our moſt 


mature deliberation—we have endeavoured to reaſon 


upon it as became good and enlightened citizens, ſen- 
ſible that private claim ought not to ſtand in competi- 
B 
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tion with public good. But, in whatever point of 
view we examine it, we {ee and we deprecate ruin to 
ourſelves, loſs to the public revenue, a defalcation of 
the ſales of the Eaſt-India Company, and ultimately a 
ſerious diſappointment to thoſe very perſons, who ſeem 
to demand us as a ſacrifice to crude ideas, raſh ſpecu- 
lation, and inſatiable avarice. 


As it reſpects ou xs EL VES, we cannat forbear 
expreſſing our firm perſuaſion, that we need but ſtate to 
you the circumſtances and extent of the injury we 
ſhould ſuſtain from the prohibition in queſtion, to in- 
ſure to us that protection and conſideration which no 
deſcription of his Majeſty's ſubjects, connected with 
the department over which you preſide, has hitherto 
ſollicited it vain. 


Brought up. to this peculiar branch of traffic, and 
ſome of us deriving it from our fathers, we have de- 
voted our capitals almoſt excluſively to it's cultivation; 
we have, after long and hazardous experience, formed 
ſettled connections among the venders of India piece 
goods for immediate conſumption; and, by our eminence 
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as wholeſale dealers in that line, have attracted, from alt 
parts of theſe kingdoms, to our reſpective warehouſes, 
cuſtomers for various articles of Britiſh manufacture. 
Theſe advantages, collateral as well as direct, have 
been enjoyed by us and our predeceſſors, under the 
protection and encouragement of the laws, for upwards 
of a century paſt. We have comported ourſelves, in 
ſtrict obedience to thoſe laws; and we believe, as ſub- 
jets, lived without reproach. | 


Had ſome great national advantage 'required this 
meaſure, the benignant ſpirit of the Britiſh government 
would have ſuggeſted the only conſolation ſuch neceſ- 
ſity admits of, namely, Indemnification to the ſuffering 
party; but if upon the mere motion of a handful of 
private manufacturers, who owe to our anxious and in- 
defatigable exertions their recent acquaintance with the 
nature of India piece goods, and conſequently the very 
exiſtence of their manufattories, who have not poverty 
for their plea, but whoſe chief argument ariſes 
from their incredible ſucceſs, and whoſe ſtimulus is 
known. to be that avidity which. ſucceſs too often in- 
fpires;. if upon the requiſition of ſuch men, whom 
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yourſelf, in terms unanſwerable, deſcribe as“ acting in 
too narrow a view of the ſubject,” our capitals are 
ſuddenly to ſtagnate, or be thrown into new and un- 
tried channels; our preſent connections to be abruptly 
diſſolved, our trade annihilated, and our families un- 
done; we ſhall indeed have reaſon to regard ourſelves, 
not as victims devoted to the public good, but marked 
out by wild theoriſts as the unfortunate ſubjects for 
dangerous experiment. We will not believe ourſelves 
ſo abandoned by his Majeſty's miniſters; through you, 
Sir, we implore their protection. 


As to the PUBLIC REVENUE, Were we 
to content ourſelves with pointing out an immediate 
loſs of £100,000. per annum, ariſing from the prohi- 
bition alluded to, and the conſequent remiſhon of ex- 
port duties, we ſhould appear preſumptuous to an ad- 
miniſtration whoſe vigilance muſt have anticipated that 
circumſtance; but when we avail ourſelves of our 
commercial experience, to ſlate in what way ſuch a 
prohibition will encourage and encreaſe ſmuggling, we 
know that we perform an acceptable ſervice.—lt is 
generally admitted that the fine muſlins can find no 
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market throughout Europe, except in London; and 
though, under the propoſed prohibition, they cannot 
be publicly expoſed, they will nevertheleſs be eſſential to 
the private aſſortment of every retail dealer. Cuſto- 
mers of the more faſhionable and profitable deſcription 
can only be ſo attracted to his ſhop; he knows, that 
there is no arguing againſt taſte; and that, if he does 
not ſupply his cuſtomers with a favorite article, his leſs 
ſcrupulous neighbours will. When therefore the re- 
tail dealers can no longer obtain India mutlins from 
the regular wholeſale houſes, they will buy them of 
the illicit trader, who, ſure of a cuſtomer on the one 
hand, and encouraged by the remiſſion of the export 


duty on the other, will not fail to convey them to parts 
of the world ſufhciently favorable for the purpoſe of 
ſmuggling them in again. 


Government know by experience the utter impoſſibi- 
lity of preventing this conduct: the hiſtory of every ſuch 
article is againſt the attempt. Certain filk piece goods 


are abſolutely prohibited from home conſumption, but 
univerſally uſed. Cambricks were alſo ſtrongly prohi- 


bited, the duty to government was loſt by the meaſure, 
a 


1 


but the conſumption continued ;—the prohibition was 
withdrawn, the duty was reſtored, and the conſumption 
continued nearly the ſame. This mull inevitably be the 
caſe with India muſlins, unleſs it were poſſible for the 
eye to judge ſo acutely as to detect the wear of them; 
and, were this practicable, we contend it would be ſtill 
infinitely worſe for all parties; for, once remove the 
idea of a lady's dreſs being India, take from her the 
repute of this delicate and expenſive attire, by the 
known improbability of it's being ſuch, and we have 
very little doubt but there will ſoon be an end of the 
fabric altogether. But, as we ſhall have occaſion to 
mention this almoſt certain conſequence, when ſpeaking 
of the Company and the Manufacturers themſelves, we 
will only add a fact which cannot fail of having weight 
with your humane mind; namely, that there are ſome 
thouſands of females employed, in and about London, 
in adding ornaments of tambour and other works to 
India muſlins, not to mention a colony of Moravians in 
Yorkſhire, and a great number of thoſe inoffenſive 
people in Derbyſhire, Bedfordſhire, and Briſtol, who 
are alſo ſo employed, | 


191 


In regard to the EAS rT-Ix DIA Cour Aux, we 
are aware, that, at firſt ſight, the prohibition of piece 
goods for home conſumption may not ſeem to affect 
them in a pecuniary way, as they would experience ſo 
conſiderable a remiſſion of the duties which they now 
pay on piece goods exported. Whether it may not be | 
expedient to enable the Eaſt-India Company to meet | 
the clandeſtine and other traders at foreign markets, by | 
ſuch a remiſſion, if the prohibition takes place, or no, | 
is not for us to ſay; but we beg leave, Sir, to call your | 
attention to that competition which at preſent prevails, | 
between the purchaſers for exportation and thoſe for | 
home conſumption. We are prepared to prove almoſt 
to demonſtration, that the latter abſenting themſelves | 
from the ſales, and leaving them to the former (who 
are few, and can confederate) will make an immediate 


difference of 20. per cent. at leaſt, upon the whole 
amount of their ſales. —Say Z 20. per cent. upon 
{ 1,290,661. (the average of eight years) making a 
total loſs of £258,132. per annum. Or, admitting the 
{ſmugglers (who will then become the real purchaſers 
for home conſumption) ſhould attend the ſales, ſtill, as 
they will be in the character of buyers for exportation, 
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it cannot raiſe the neceſſary competition, ſhould they 
even refrain from confederating with the foreign pur- 
chaſers. The loſs which has ariſen, and ever muſt 
ariſe, from want of due competition, has been recently 
experienced, owing to the embarraſſed ſtate of trade on 
the continent. It matters not which party 1s abſent: the 
ſales of the Company require to be kept up by two 
deſcriptions of buyers; namely, for foreign and domeſtic 
conſumption. But, if there be any thing like probabi- 
lity in our former arguments, as to the decline of the 
faſhion here in conſequence of the prohibition, it muſt 
affect the Company ſtill more deeply. London is 
known to impoſe her faſhions as to dreſs, more or leſs, 
upon the greater part of Europe; and, if her example 
ſhould be followed in the rejection, as it has been in the 
adoption of muſlins in general, how deplorable would 
be the conſequence to the finances of the Company, to 
the immenſe number of her Aſiatic ſubjects, and to the 
numerous traders connected with her here. 


Were the propoſed prohibition, however, even un- 
connected with the finances of the Company, we con- 
ceive, that, according to every mercantile principle, 


En 


we have the ſtrongeſt claim upon that body for en- 
couragement and ſupport: we have, for a great number 
of years, been among the moſt ſteady of their cuſto- 
mers ; we have dealt with them largely, and performed 
our engagements faithfully. Indeed, ſuch is the ſenſe 
of the directors and proprietors of the reſpect due to 
our ancient connection with them, that, at a general 
court of the latter, held on the 28th ult. the following 
reſolution was unanimouſlly agreed to: 


% That it is the opinion of this Court, that the 
ce purchaſers of piece goods from the Eaſt-India Company 
* are pecultarly entitled to the protetiion of his Majeſty's 
government, and the ſupport of the Company.” 


We with the more pleaſure quote this inſtance of their 


cordial friendſhip for us, from the known regard which - 


you bear to that reſpectable Corporation, 


With reſpect to the ManuracTuRERs, it is 
impoſſible, from a conſideration of all the circum- 
ſtances, but to conclude, either that they are totally 


miſtaken in their premiſes as to the amount purchaſed 
D 
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for home conſumption, or that their real view, in this 
application, 1s extremely different to that which they 
would wiſh to be underſtood as ſuch, by his Majeſty's 
miniſters. —We cannot eaſily bring ourſelves to think 
that any ſet of men poſſeſſing common liberality of ſen- 
timent, whoſe manufactures, within the laſt ten years, 
have encreaſed from about three millions to twelve 
millions per annum, would think it expedient to at- 
tempt the ruin of a whole claſs of traders, for the ſake 
of ſo ſmall an amount as the prohibition of India muſ- 
lins conſumed in Britain (which does not exceed 
£300,000. per annum) would add to their reſpective 
returns; and even this addition highly problematic, from 
the circumſtance of ſmuggling alluded to. We have be- 
fore ſtated our conviction that, if the faſhion continues, 
India muſlins will experience a mere change of hands; 
the trade will be drawn from men of reſponſibility, 
who have hitherto conducted it with great reputation 
to themſelves, to men of the molt immoral deſcription, 
| who live by a daily violation of the laws, and whoſe 
adventures, if ſucceſsful, will enable them ſo much to 
underſell the regular and fair trader, as to compel a 
greater reduction in the price of Britiſh muſlins than 
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the Manufacturers are perhaps aware of. Every re- 
duction of price will render the article leſs in faſhion- 
able requeſt, (for ſuch is the undeviating courſe of 
trade) and conſequently accelerate that total rejection, 
which we are perſuaded muſt enſue.—A due mixture 
of the India manufacture is abſolutely eſſential to pre- 
ſerve the reputation of the whole, and the Britiſh is 
already amply protected, by the high freight, inſurance, 
intereſt of capital for two years, 18. per cent. duty, 
and other incidental charges, to which the India mullins 
are ſubject. 


From the incredible ſucceſs which has attended the 
ſale of Britiſh muſlins (a very great proportion of which 
are paſſed for India) the Britiſh Manufacturers are be- 
come no mean candidates for the foreign trade; but, 
ſhould they fail in adding the comparatively triſling 
amount of our ſales to their immenſe returns, how 
great will be their mortiſication to find that, owing to 
this inordinate attempt to graſp at the whole of the 
home conſumption, the Company's muſlins meet them 
30. per cent. cheaper than heretofore, owing to the 
whole of the duty being withdrawn, and the price con- 


8, 
ſiderably fallen, from the check which the article will 
have received at the London market, for want of the 
uſual competition.—Add to this, the inevitable decline 
of the faſhion, and the ſufferings of all concerned ; and 
it will afford the world one leſſon more of narrow po- 
licy over- reaching itſelf. The Manufacturers alluded to 
muſt underſtand the principles of commerce too well, 
not to ſee that the riſk 1s abundantly greater than the 
object: we can only therefore impute their conduct in 
the preſent inſtance, to that deſign, which they have 
long entertained; which they have uniformly perſe- 
vered in; and which the legiſlature has in ſome 1n- 
ſtances interfered to prote& us from; namely, of diver- 
ting the whole of the cotton trade, and by degrees 
every other branch of Britiſh manufacture, from the 
city of London to the diſtant provinces. 


Although we have thought it our duty to 
enlarge upon the probable conſequences of the meaſure 
in queſtion, we beg leave, with the greateſt reſpect, 
but with the earneſtneſs of men whoſe beſt hopes are 
at ſtake, to repeat our claim to the protection of his 
Majeſty's government; we feel ourſelves every way 
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. entitled to it, and we truſt we ſhall not be ſuffered to 
ſolicit it in vain, 


We obſerve, Sir, that the conceſſion which you 
ſeemed diſpoſed to make to the entreaties of the Ma- 
nufacturers, was qualified with a hope, “ that, if expe- 
« rience ſhall prove to them that they are in an error, 
e they will have no difficulty in confeſſing it, and re- 
„turning to the other ſyſtem”: but ſurely, Sir, the 
fate of one order of citizens ſhould not hang upon the 
caprice of another! Is it fitting, that while a few Ma- 
nufacturers are making an experiment, which you ac- 
knowlege yourſelf to doubt, and in ſome degree to diſ- 
approve, a great and reſpectable body of men ſhould 
be driven in conſequence to deſpair, or ſunk in irre- 
trie vable ruin? Suffer us rather to derive hope from 
your more recent intimation, “ that the queſtion will 
* undergo a reviſion”. We believe, that, if no ſuch 
body of men as ourſelves exiſted, his Majeſly's miniſ- 
ters would wiſh it's inſtitution, were it only to furniſh 
a medium between the contradictory arguments and 
claims of thoſe who ſeek our annihilation, 


E 
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We have thus taken the liberty to exprefs 
our ſentiments fully in writing, from an opinion that 
they may be more eaſily examined than in conver- 
ſation:— At the ſame time, we ſhall be happy to ſup- 
port our propoſitions by detail, where neceſſary; and 
to have permiſſion to ſtate perſonally, if occaſion ſhould 
require it, ſuch circumſtances as may be immediately 
connected with intereſts of ſo much importance. = 


(Signed) 


By the order of the Committee of Merchants and 
Drapers, Buyers of India Piece Goods, 


THOMAS BROWN, CHAIRMAN» 


LoN Do, 


April the 6th, 1793. 


